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OFFICIAL NEWSLETTER OF THE CENTRAL OREGON CHAPTER  of the MILITARY OFFICERS ASSOCIATION of AMERICA 

Ken Gasior  388 -9073  kgasior@ykwc.net  

Hal Robbins         923 -3771       NEW EMAIL  

BosnRobb@msn.com  

No April Foolinõñ 2008 Dues are Overdue!  
 

If your address label on this SITREP is printed in red, our 
records show that you have NOT yet paid.  You may send your check 

for $20.00 to COMOAA, Box 7826 Bend, OR 97708.  You may also submit your payment at the 
April meeting.  The Treasurer would appreciate checks, as it is easier to keep track of those 
who pay and helps to eliminate double payments.  If you do pay in cash, be sure to get a re-
ceipt with your name clearly printed on it.  

Sunday, April 27, weõll meet at 1:00 for a no-host bar, with luncheon at 

2:00.  Our venue will be Barney Prineõs Steak House, 380 N. Main St. 

over in Prineville.  Highlighting the dinner will be a special presentation 

by our own CDR Tony De Alicante, who spent over 14 years as an active 

duty JAG Officer.  From January to November 2005 he served as the 

Deputy Staff Judge Advocate for Joint Task Force Guantanamo Bay, 

Cuba, advising the JTF Commander and the Joint Intelligence Group on 

detainee operations and interrogations immediately after the US Su-

preme Court handed down decisions favoring the detainees and opening 

the doors of Cuba to combatant status tribunals and Habeas Corpus At-
torneys.  CDR De Alicante will share his first -hand observations on de-

tainee operations and interrogations, Habeas Corpus representation, and activities of the Joint Task 

Force, Joint Detention Group, and integration of Department of Defense, Department of Justice and other 

cooperating agencies.  
 

Menu includes salad, bread, veggie, potato, coffee, tea and dessert.  
 

Entrees:  

 

Choice of salmon, chicken or beef  

 

Cost including gratuity:  $27.50  
 

Please call Ken or Hal with your entrée choices NLT April 23rd.  

(If you need to cancel a reservation, please notify Ken or Hal immediately.)  

Join us April 27th at 
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Future ôCloudyõ for Service Members, Retirees,              
and Families  

 

In a year filled with campaign rhetoric, economic uncertainty, and 
market instability, many in Congress and the Pentagon are seeking 
to ôreduceõ costs to pay for current military operations and needed 
equipment modernization. Apparently ôeasyõ targets are òentitlement 
programsó and agencies not used by the majority of Americans. 
Some of the changes on the political horizon are especially discon-

certing to our MOAA family.  
The enormous increases in both TRICARE costs and prescription co -
pays, proposed by the Department of Defense, make us wonder if 
our Service Chiefs are no different than the òrobber baronó CEOõs 
that have gutted many private pension plans! Continued stories 
about service personnel returning from deployments only to face dis-
charge for ôpersonality disordersõ- rather than being treated for ser-
vice-related stress, are a national disgrace! Whatõs next?  
 

Some politicians propose to dissolve agencies like the VA, and pro-
grams like TRICARE for Life, placing veterans and retirees in the 
same ôlong cueõ as everyone else, waiting for ôuniversal healthcareõ. 
The ôCanada Forcesõ model is envisioned again, enabling a future 
President to shift personnel between services and military specialties 
to adapt to perceived military ôneedsõ. Combat equipment will be out-
sourced to any foreign manufacturer, as long as they are ôassociatedõ 
with American ôshell companiesõ. (Letõs hope the warranty on our fu-
ture Air Force tankers is better than the French gave me on my last 
Renault!) Did you know that most of the òcontractorsó supporting 
our troops in combat zones are paid through ôoff-shore subsidiariesõ 
of these Beltway Bandits, so that they pay no U.S. taxes?  
 

I wish that I could tell you that this is just my April Foolõs joke on 
the membership, but the reality of these and hundreds of related is-
sues - national, state and local - assault our small community every-
day. These are the times that test our ômettleõé we as members of 

the Central Oregon Chapter of MOAA are a small but important link 
to our Congressional representation, a zealous voice for our brothers 
and sisters in uniform, and a watchdog against bureaucratic injus-
tice.  
 

Now, more than ever in recent memory, we must stand united with 
other service organizations to defend our nation and all who have 
served her! Let your voice be heard, if only among your non -service 
friends and neighbors, speak up in community gatherings, write let-
ters to the media, and stand tall for the blessings that you have 
earned on behalf of all Americansé lest the deeds that secure our 
freedom each day become obscured by the ôfogõ of daily life.  
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Each year, national MOAA takes 

time to recognize the coun-
cils and chapters that do 

an outstanding job 
communicating 
with their members  

during the annual 
Communication 
Awards contest.  
 

This year's contest drew a 
record number of entries, 

which were reviewed care-
fully by a panel of judges that 
convened at MOAA's headquar-

ters in February.  
 

Congratulations to COMOAA 

Webmaster Tom Thomas for 

his excellent work for the chap-
ter.  Thanks to his diligent ef-
forts, the COMOAA website he 

designed and maintains was 
named a First Runner -Up for 

Category IV chapters with 120 -
199 Members.  
 

Way to go, Tom!  We really ap-
preciate what youõve done to 

make the website shine!  

Tom Thomas Earns 2007  

Communications Award 

for COMOAA Website  

C.O. VETERANS GROUPS TO BUILD HABITAT FOR HUMANITY 

HOME FOR LOCAL VET AND FAMILY  
 
An agreement has been reached between local veterans groups (including COMOAA) and the Bend Area Habitat for 
Humanity to construct a home in Bend for a local veteran and his family. Construction will begin on March 29th and 
will continue every Thursday, Friday and Saturday thereafter until completion. 
 
COMOAA members and spouses  are encouraged to become involved in this worthwhile project by signing up 
with the local habitat coordinator. This can be done on line at http://bendhabitat.org/volunteers.html or by calling 
the Volunteer Coordinator, Sheila Pyott at 385-5387 ext 225. 

 
No prior experience or particular skills are required.  The only prerequisite to working on the job site is that you 
watch an 11 minute Safety Video. This can be arranged by calling the Volunteer Coordinator and arrange a time. 
 
Several COMOAA members have already signed up for this worthwhile community project.   See you on the job site 
(2270 Daggett Lane, Bend). 
 
 

http://bendhabitat.org/volunteers.html


4 

SITREP  April 2008 

 

 

The Robert Maxwell Scholarship  
 

The scholarship letter requesting applications will be sent out in early February.  Since this is the 

fourth year of our Robert Maxwell rotating award, this year ôs focus is Crook County High School.  Red-

mond JROTC will start up this year and will have a chance to host the scholarship award at the end of 

the next academic year.  For those who do not recall, this is how it has gone.  We received a gracious 

monetary award from Mike Donohue in the amount of $1000 for the past 3 years.  The BOD decided 
that each year we would name the winner at succeeding schools, the Robert Maxwell Scholarship 

Award winner.  The rotation started with Mountain View, then La Pine, then Madras and this year 

should be CCHS.  One of the reasons we did this was to allow each school the opportunity to host Mr. 

Maxwell at the awards ceremonies.  So far this has worked out very well.  Dave Blahnik is the Scholar-

ship Committee Chair, and appreciates your donations, bequests and 50/50 drawing participation.  

In Memoriam  
 

With heartfelt sympathy to his wife Teri and the family, we regretfully an-

nounce the January 27th passing of Col. Robert W. Morrow, USAF (Ret).  

Col. Morrow was 87.   During WW II, he flew P -47 and P -51 aircraft in the 

European Theater.   He also flew Spitfires for the Royal Air Force.  Memo-

rial contributions may be made to the American Cancer Society.  

 

Col Charles "Mac"  McGraw, USAF (Ret) passed away February 25th at the age of 89.  Mac served in the 

U.S. Air Force from 1942 to 1965, serving in WW II, the Korean War and Vietnam War.  A March 4 

viewing was followed by a March 5 funeral service in Redmond.  We express to Alta and the family our 

deepest regrets and heartfelt condolences.  Memorial contributions may be made to Hospice of Red-

mond -Sisters; JROTC, in care of COMOAA, or the Alzheimerõs Association. 

COMOAA Wives Luncheons 
  

The ladies had a very enjoyable luncheon this past St. Patrick's Day at 

Greg's Grill in the Old Mill District.  25 ladies attended.  The meal was 

great, the scenery superb, and the conversation lively.  The next luncheon 
is planned for May 15 at 12 AM, at Awbrey Glen.  Menu choices will be the 

Champ Burger, the Awbrey Glen Green Salad with lots of goodies, or the 

Turkey Club Sandwich each for approximately $12 to $15.  This price in-

cludes coffee, iced/hot tea.  Other drinks will be no -host.  Someone from 

the group will collect at the door.  Reservations required NLT May 10.  It 

should be a nice luncheon.  See you all there!!!  
 

Future luncheons are intended to be scheduled for those months when no 

COMOAA general meeting/dinner is planned.  Be sure to check your 

emails, the SITREP, and the COMOAA website for times, places and 

menus.  

    

In July, the luncheon planned is a picnic meeting to be held at the Mountain High 
gazebo on July 17.  Further information will be provided when available.  

  

Jo Hardie, 330-3954, and Charlene Blahnik, 388-9095, are co -chairpersons for this year 

and reservations or information can be obtained from them.  
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- Disposable Cameras With Flash  

- Wind Chimes/Wind Socks/ Pinwheels (Colorful)  

- Packages of Sugar -free  Candy/ Cookies *  

- Postage Stamps *  

- Post Cards*  

- Push Pins/Thumbtacks  

- Music CDs: Oldies/Big Band/ Easy     

    Listening/ Show Tunes*  

- Eye Glass  Lens  Wipes*  

- Bottled Water (For Outings)*  

- Hanging Bird Feeders  

- Card Tables and Chairs  

- Wild Bird Food*  

- Non-Alcoholic Beer ð(Coors Cutter or O'Doul's)*  

- Polaroid Film 600  

- Snack Size Packets of Cookies/  Cheese & Crackers/ Pea -   

   nut Butter & Crackers, Etc.*  

- Microwave Pop corn*  

- Universal Remote Controls for  TV  

- Menôs Hats (Garden/BaseballðNew    

   Only)  

- Sunglasses (Regular and Clip -on) 

- Slip -on Slippers (Large Sizes)*  

 

      * Particular Crowd -Pleasers  

Below is a list of the types of items we have been asked to provide by officials at the home. Many of these can be obtained 
quite reasonably in quantity buys at local warehouse stores. Our contributions make a huge difference in the residentsô 
quality of life. 

The Big Red Box ñSupport the Oregon Veterans Home  

A  Note from South of the Border ð Dick Tobiason  
 
Good morning from Mexico.  Page 2 of the Vets News reports that Medal of Honor recipients Bob Maxwell and the 
late Maximo Yabes will be inducted into the Oregon Military Hall of Fame on April 12.  This is the fine work of Ken 
Buckles whose great uncle Frank Buckles is the last surviving veteran of WWI to serve in France with American 
forces. We will be in AZ and unable to attend the ceremony.  Remembering America's Heroes web site is found at: 
http://www.rahusa.us/index.php.  Note that Redmond High School is one of several Oregon high schools involved 

Caring For Troops April 12 Pack Out  
 

Caring for Troops could use your help at their next ôPack 
Outõ scheduled for April 12 at 10 AM at the Sage Insurance 
Bldg., 365 NW Revere Ave. (near the north Albertsonõs).  

Our soldiers will greatly appreciate donations of specific 
items such as - DVDõs, bicycle gloves, AA 
batteries, jerky, wool gloves, hand warmers and, most im-

portantly, letters of support.  Our deployed troops thank 
you.  For some, this is their only connection to home.  Drop off locations for items and 

notes/cards are listed below.  If you need someone to come to your business or residence 
please call 815 -1810.   
 

Bend:  VFW; Deschutes County Veterans Service Office; Combined Communications Inc.   
Redmond: VFW  

Prineville: Crestview Cable  
 
Fund Donations - To donate money, please make checks payable to: Caring For Troops .  

Send your donations to: Caring For Troops, 1128 NW Harriman Bend, Oregon 97701  
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Redmond Greenhouse  
 Spring Flings & Other Great Things  

 

Aerate your lawn  &  Apply Cascade Natural  Fertilizer plus ĳó Compost 
Apply a minimum of 3 inches of organic compost over all Flower/Veggie 
beds along with a liberal application of òCold Climateó organic fertilizer  

Plant New Hardy Rock Garden Perennials:  Rock Cress / Creeping Phlox  
Basket of Gold / Lenten Rose / Dianthus / Peony / Daylilies / Garden Pinks  
Plant a few frost resistant veggies    (lettuce, spinach, onions, leeks, cabbage, peas, and other 
root crops).  
Prune spring flowering shrubs after they bloom (Spirea, Forsythia, Quince, Lilac  
Donõt prune roses until May at the earliest!!!!! 
Prune and thin summer blooming shrubs as they begin leafing out  
Prune leaf trees after the leaves begin to emerge  
Apply systemic bug control to problematic trees (Use our liquid òTree N Shrub ó 
Pond owners should apply Microbe -Lift  òSpring & Summer start up kit mix 
Remove flower heads of early blooming bulb as they fade but donõt remove foliage until it begins 
to fade  
Apply Treflan  or Corn Weed Blocker  to prevent the return of weeds in your various flower and 
landscape beds  
Sow a hanging basket of Colorful and Fragrant Sweet Peasé.. Celebrate Spring 
Early Spring Bloomers ð Forsythia/Daphne/Quince/Lilacs/Broom/Alpine Currant  
Plant ð Asparagus / Strawberries / Elderberries / Raspberries / Rhubarb Gooseberries /
Josta / Blackberries / Currants  
 

Dougõs Pick for GREAT Products & Plants 
 

Algae (Our BEST Algae killer òGreen Clean ó)  
For general Weeds and Grass use our òKill-Zalló   Better than Round-Up   
For weeds in your Lawn use our low toxicity òWeed Free Zone ó 
For Ant control the best we have found is a product called òAmdro ó   
Lilac Blooming Problems ( Liquid Copper )  Bugs in Aspens òTree N Shrub ó Aspen disease 

òLiquid Systemic ó Bugs in Lawn (Organic òSafe Zone ó 
Suckers around Trees òSucker Stopper ó      Compost (Black Gold )   
Potting Soil òOcean Forest ó / òBlack Gold Organicó Rock Chucks (Critter Ridder ) Deer òDeer 
Offó / òGarlic Clipsó House Plant Food òMaxiCrop ó / òEarth Juiceó General Fertilizer òCold Cli-
mate ó granular blended Organic food. 
Lawn Fertilizer ( Cascade Natural  w/Microbes & Mycorrizae)  
Variegated Box leaf Elder Tree  /  Japanese Tree Lilac  /  Ornamental Grasses Daylilies  /  
Catmint òWalkers Lowó  /  Diablo Ninebark  /  Pumila Spruce  
Red Rhapsody Maple / My Monet Weigela /  Baby Blue Eyes Spruce /  
Coral Bells / SunGold Tomatoes / Nantes Carrot  
Unusual Cascading/Weeping Plants: Forsythia / Silver Willow / Golden Chain / Hornbeam  

www.redmondgreenhouse.com  

Ed. Note:  Our speaker at the February  17th meeting at Aspen Lakes had intended to provide a handout, 

but for whatever reason it didnôt materialize, so Don Bolduc obtained the info and weôre including it for your 

use in this issue: 

http://www.redmondgreenhouse.com/
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òATTACK ON YAMAMOTOó DVD PREMIER 
SHOWING APRIL 18, 2008  

FEATURES LATE COMOAA MEMBER  
COL. REX T. BARBER  

Submitted by Dick Tobiason  
 

Our nation entered World War II the day after 
the infamous Japanese attack on Pearl Harbor 
on December 7, 1941. The attack was master-
minded by Admiral Isoroku Yamamoto, who 
had been previously stationed in the USA 
learning about the nationõs manufacturing ca-
pabilities and attending a major U.S. univer-
sity.  

 
Seven months 
later, America be-
gan offensive op-
erations on June 
2, 1942 with the 
successful attack 
on Midway Island 
which led to more 
successes push-
ing the enemy 
westward back 
toward Japan.  
During this time, 
the US Navy was 
analyzing Japa-
nese secret codes 
used to communi-
cate with its commanders. With the codes bro-
ken, our top military and civilian leaders 
learned of Admiral Yamamotoõs detailed plans 
for visiting troops in the field near Bougainville 
in the Solomon Islands on April 18, 1943. Ya-
mamoto and his staff planned to fly in two 
òBettyó bombers. 

 
Culver native Army Air Corps P -38 fighter pilot 
Lt. Rex T. Barber was designated as one of four 
òkiller flightó pilots in a sixteen plane formation 
with the mission of destroying Yamamoto òat 
all costs,ó according to mission leader Major 
John Mitchell. The mission was successful 
with Barber shooting down Yamamoto.  He 
was awarded the Navy Cross and Silver Star 
for his valor and became an òAceó.  The loss of 
Japanõs  top Admiral was kept from the public 
for about one  
 

month.  It was more than a year later when the 
Allies invaded Europe on òD Dayó, June 6, 
1944.  
 
Lt. Barber went on to command the first Air 
Force jet fighter squadron. He retired as a 
Colonel and returned to Culver where he be-
came the Mayor. He passed away in 2001.  His 
wife Margaret passed away last year. Their son 
Rex Barber Jr. lives in Terrebonne with his 
family.  
 
The bridge over the Crooked River on US 97 
was named the òRex T. Barber Veterans Memo-

rial Bridgeó by the 
Oregon legislature 
in 2003. A kiosk 
in the Peter Skene 
Ogden State Park 
adjacent to the 
bridge displays 
Col. Barberõs mili-
tary and civilian 
careers.  
 
On April 18, the 
65th anniversary 
of the Yamamoto 
shoot down, a 
new DVD òAttack 
On Yamamotoó 
will be shown at 

museums in Central Oregon: Deschutes His-
torical Center/Bend, Redmond Library, Jeffer-
son Historical Society/Madras, and Bowman 
Museum/Prineville.  The òHeroes of the High 
Desertó WWII exhibit at the Deschutes Histori-
cal Center in Bend includes a display of Rex 
Barber and other local WWII veterans.  The 
new one hour DVD and a ten minute version 

will be permanently displayed at these muse-
ums, the Oregon Military Museum in Clacka-
mas, and aviation museums across the nation 
and foreign countries. The DVDs are available 
for purchase. Both DVDs were created by Mat-
thew Simek who also created the kiosk dis-
plays. WWII P -38 Ace George Chandler who 
inherited Barberõs P-38 and is President of the 
Second Yamamoto Mission Association com-
missioned the DVD. Doug Canning is the last 
surviving mission pilot.  
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