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OFFICIAL NEWSLETTER OF THE CENTRAL OREGON CHAPTER  of the MILITARY OFFICERS ASSOCIATION of AMERICA  

 - - - - - - -   2009 DUES COLLECTION   - - - - - - - 
 

Members are urged to pay 2009 COMOAA dues ASAP.  You may send your check for 

$20.00 to COMOAA, Box 7826 Bend, OR 97708.  You may also submit your payment at the 

December meeting.  The Treasurer would appreciate checks as it is easier to keep track 

of those who pay and helps to eliminate double payments.  If you pay in cash, be sure to 

get a receipt with your name clearly printed on it.  

Jim Burba   385-0753  JBurba4002@aol.com  

Dick Lee  385-5297 diknlynlee@bendbroadband.com  

Ken Gasior  388-9073 kgasior@ykwc.net  

If you need to cancel a reservation, please notify Sam McKee 330-4342 ASAP.                  

Please notify one of the following with your menu choice NLT December 4:  
 

Christmas Party  Christmas Party  Christmas Party  

THURSDAY, Dec.  THURSDAY, Dec.  THURSDAY, Dec.  111111   
How time flies!  Once again, itõs time for our annual Christmas party and once again, Dick Lee has 

arranged for the Mountain View Jazz Choir to bring their bright, crisp voices to enliven our spirits.  

Social hour begins at 6 p.m., with Dinner at 7 p.m.  At 8 p.m., Norb Murray, Chairman of the Ore-
gon Council of MOAA Chapters, will install our 2009 -2010 COMOAA officers, followed by the Choir 

at 8:30 p.m.  Sam and Judy McKee will host.  

 

Dinner will include salad and bread with choice of:  

  
 e Marinated Shoulder Tender Filet     f 

e Almond Crusted Rockfish    f 
e Elizabeth Chicken   f 

 
All with mashed potatoes and vegetables  

 
Dessert:   Vanilla Bread Pudding with Bourbon Hard Sauce  

  
Price:  $24.00 per person  

 

The room can accommodate 90 people, so donõt delay making your reservations!   

NEXT:  JANUARY 18 MEETING AT ASPEN LAKES, SOCIAL AT 1, DINNER AT 2  
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Presidentõs Message 

Chuck Rosenfeld  

 

COMOAA DIRECTORY 
 

OFFICERS 
President 
Maj Gen Charles Rosenfeld, USA (Ret) 
593-5987 chuck@sunrivertelelcom.com 

 
1st VP 
Col Kenneth Gasior, USAF (Ret) 
388-9073 kgasior@ykwc.net 

 
2nd VP 
Col Winchell M. (Jock) Craig, USMC (Ret) 
383-5955 colusmcret@earthlink.net 

 
Secretary 
Col Ron Fox, USAF (Ret) 
382-0349 rhfox10@bendbroadband.com 

 
Treasurer 
CDR Tony De Alicante, USNR 
312-2002 dealicante@juno.com 

  
Past President 
CWO4 John Meredith, USN (Ret) 
948-2897  comoaa_2005_06@yahoo.com 

 
 

BOARD MEMBERS  
Col Michael Brock, USMC (Ret) 
317-9040 usmvbmc@aol.com  

 
Col Charles Porter, USAF (Ret) 
318-1697 pandgent@bendbroadband.com                     

 
Maj Perry Graves, USA (Ret) 
389-5391  No e-mail  

                   
CAPT Roy Janiec, USN (Ret) 
383-3503    randrjan@earthlink.net 

 
Lt Col Tom Majchrowski, USAF (Ret.) 
548-5249  tfm@bendbroadband.com 

 
 

STANDING COMMITTEE CHAIRPERSONS 
 
Membership 
Col Don Bolduc, USA (Ret) 
388-3140  dabolduc@aol.com 

  
Legislative 
Col Dave Fairclo, USAF (Ret) 
382-8281   usaf@bendnet.com 

 
Personal Affairs 
Col Ken Gasior, USAF (Ret) 
388-9073           kgasior@ykwc.net 

 
ROTC Liaison 
Lt Col  David G Blahnik USA (Ret) 
388-9095  daveblah@aol.com 

 
Programs 
CWO3 Len Knott, USCGR 
923-6438  lknott1@earthlink.net 

 
Chaplain 
Capt Roy Janiec, USN (Ret) 
383-3503       randrjan@earthlink.net 

 
Public Relations/Publicity 
Lt Col Dick Tobiason, USA (Ret) 
388-5591   dtobiason@bendcable.com 

 
 

Webmaster 
LT Donald E. "Tom" Thomas USN (Ret)      
383-9099        snipe@nafts.com 

 
SITREP Editor 
Col Dennis J. McMahon, USAF (Ret) 
388-7435/390-5080  Work 382-5822 x 39         
dennismc@bendbroadband.com 
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An Era of Change  
 

The ôbuzz wordõ of our times seems to be change.  All the major political can-

didates in our recent elections somehow incorporated the word ôchangeõ into 

their platforms.  The outcome of those elections indicates that the public in-

deed wanted exactly thaté change.  The nationõs economic dilemma is forcing 

us to recognize that ôchangeõ is often a reality of life- desired or not - and that 
sometimes we can do little to contain it.  A deeply troubled economy also lim-

its our capacity to enact ôchangeõ. 
 

Change is often anticipated, even eagerly so, but rarely comes without anxiety 

and uncertainty.  Next month our national leadership will change, peacefully 

as it has throughout our history, yet the expectation for change is heightened.  
Our position in the world economy has changed, and our ability to affect 

trade and stability in a free market will change with it.  Our outlook on the 

war in Iraq has changed, and the bilateral agreement to remove all US mili-

tary by the end of 2010 will signal even further change.  
 

The dependency on reserve forces to maintain our nationõs security is a 
change whose premise must be examined in light of the full cost to our soci-

ety, our economy, and our national will.  Our resolve to maintain a strong and 

independent foreign policy, based upon diplomacy, economic incentives, and 

military might, must also change with the current challenges and political 

allegiances that change has produced.  
 

Recognizing the effect of change has not always been easy for the American 

public.  After ò9/11ó a  òPearl Harboró fervor was re-kindled throughout our 

culture, bringing together all segments of society, and both ôsidesõ of the po-

litical ôaisleõ.   Flags flew, and military recruiting stations prospered.  Politi-

cians and military strategists hastened to ôavengeõ the atrocities inflicted by a 
well -organized group of radicals whose terrorist acts had been largely ignored 

by the public at large until that September morning.  What followed has been 

a much criticized series of actions that has strained our militaryõs capacity to 

engage abroad and defend ôat homeõ.  Some changes were apparent, others 

are more subtleé the vast majority of the American public praised the indi-

vidual efforts and sacrifices of our troops and their families, yet the public 
continued to expand their lifestyles with larger and more opulent homes, lar-

ger cars, and more credit card debt.  Gone was the WWII recognition that the 

pursuit of military objectives in a war, much less two wars, requires sacrifices 

of an entire society.  The resulting burgeoning national debt and collapse of 

consumer confidence sent out a cry for change from every corner of societyé 

but what has to change?  It is often too easy, especially in an election year, to 
expect that our leaders will bring about the needed change - when maybe we 

all should look a little ôcloser to homeõ. 
 

COMOAA is also undergoing change.  I am delighted that Ron Fox will take 

the podium as President.  Ronõs long service to COMOAA, and his years of 

dedication will serve the membership well as we transition through this era of 
change.  Ron is supported by a truly talented Board of Directors, and the best 

is yet to come.   But some things must never changeé like the bonds which 

forever tie the members of COMOAA to our community, our service members 

and their families, and each other.  In many ways we all share a common his-

tory, a common love of country, and a belief in the American system of de-
mocracyé even in the face of change. 
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- Disposable Cameras With Flash  

- Wind Chimes/Wind Socks/ Pinwheels (Colorful)  

- Packages of Sugar -free  Candy/ Cookies *  

- Postage Stamps *  

- Post Cards*  

- Push Pins/Thumbtacks  

- Music CDs: Oldies/Big Band/ Easy     

    Listening/ Show Tunes*  

- Eye Glass  Lens  Wipes*  

- Bottled Water (For Outings)*  

- Hanging Bird Feeders  

- Card Tables and Chairs  

- Wild Bird Food*  

- Non-Alcoholic Beer ð(Coors Cutter or O'Doul's)*  

- Polaroid Film 600  

- Snack Size Packets of Cookies/  Cheese & Crackers/ Pea -   

   nut Butter & Crackers, Etc.*  

- Microwave Pop corn*  

- Universal Remote Controls for  TV  

- Menôs Hats (Garden/BaseballðNew    

   Only)  

- Sunglasses (Regular and Clip -on) 

- Slip -on Slippers (Large Sizes)*  

 

      * Particular Crowd -Pleasers  

Let's fill it up so Santa can deliver a very  Merry Christmas to the residents of the Oregon Veterans Home.  The Box will be 
at the December meeting.  Below is a list of the types of items we have been asked to provide by officials at the home. 
Many of these can be obtained quite reasonably in quantity buys at local warehouse stores. Our contributions make a 
huge difference in the residentsô quality of life. 

The Big Red Box ñSupport the Oregon Veterans Home  

- New Years Eve Bash honoring military & military veterans 
- Proceeds help JrROTC!   
- New Yearõs Eve "Buck'n'Ball Extravaganzaó 

 -- The òEvent of the Yearó for Deschutes County Fairgrounds 
 -- Hottest rough stock rodeo ever seen in Central Oregon 
 -- American Iron Horse Barrel Races by the Oregon Veterans'  
     Motorcycle Association 
- Rodeo & American big V-twin bike races, great food, music, dancing,    

   adult beverages and a tribute to Central Oregon's military.  Details to  
   follow! 
  
Current info: Dec 31 08 at Hooker Creek Event Center -- Main Building 

1700:  Doors open for dinner, cocktails, wine & beer until 0200 the next morning 
1815: Tribute to military 
1830: Rodeo begins 
2100: Music & dancing begin on Central Oregonõs largest dance floor 
0200: Party concludes with cabs & shuttles home 

Event proceeds will go to the Central Oregon High School Rodeo Associations, Central 
Oregon 4H clubs & Central Oregon JrROTC units 

Close Out 2008 at the Deschutes County Fairgrounds 
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Wreaths Across America  
Dick Tobiason  

 
 
As leader of the Wreaths Across America program in Bend, I encourage every veteran and citizen to 
participate in the Wreaths Across America ceremony at the Deschutes Memorial Gardens in Bend 
on Saturday, December 13, 2008 beginning at 9:00 AM. The ceremony begins inside the chapel at 
9:00 AM to coincide with the laying of wreaths across the nation.  
  
This year in Bend we will expand the traditional program of the last 2 years from placing seven 
wreaths at military service and POW/MIA flags to laying wreaths on many of the veterans graves at 
Deschutes Memorial Gardens. We are indebted to the continued generosity of DMG owner Jerome 
Daniel and his staff.  
  
We hope to eventually honor every one of the 1,000 veterans memorialized at DMG with a wreath 
over the coming years just as Worcester Wreaths has been doing at Arlington National Cemetery. 
These wreaths are supplied by Worcester Wreaths of Maine, the company graciously donating 
32,000 wreaths to Arlington National Cemetery and elsewhere this year and last year. The Wreaths 
Across America program is described here: http://www.wreaths -across -america.org/. Almost 5,000 
volunteers lay the wreaths at Arlington National Cemetery proceeded with a grand motorcycle escort 
of the wreaths from Maine to Arlington, Virginia.  
  
Civil Air Patrol Cadets of the High Desert Composite Squadron are now selling sponsorships of 
wreaths to the public for $15 per wreath as a fundraiser. They will be laying the wreaths on Dec. 13 
and assisted by any wreath sponsor who wants to help. The CAP Coordinator is my friend Major 
(Chaplain) Randy Potter who has assisted me in the "traditional" program the last 2 years. The CAP 
Squadron would like to have all orders taken before the end of November so we can order wreaths 
from Maine on December 1.  
  
On the opposite page is the wreath order form. I hope the Central Oregon Veterans Council and all 
veterans groups from all cities in Central Oregon and their members will become active sponsors 
and contact Major Potter and invite him to your meetings to discuss this expanded program. His 
contact information is on the wreath order form and here: phone 382 -5423, email rpot-
ter@bendcable.com  
  
The Ladies Auxiliary, VFW Post 4108 in Redmond is the first veterans group to sponsor wreaths this 
year. Thank you Dianne Guthrie!!!   
  
I also urge the media to contact Major Potter very soon to help spread the word on how the public 

can:   
  

Remember the fallen;  
Honor those who serve;  
Teach our children the value of freedom.  

 
 

Dick Tobiason  
 
Location Leader, Wreaths Across America  
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