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Jim Hardie  330-3954  jhardie@bendbroadband.com 

Ken Gasior  388-9073 kgasior@ykwc.net 

(If you need to cancel a reservation, please notify Perry Graves, 389 -5391 immediately.)    

The Nominations Committee has recruited the following candidates for the 2008 -2009 COMOAA Board: 

Ron Fox, President; Don Majors 1 st  VP; Dennis Holt 2 nd  VP; Tom Thomas, Secretary; Pat Porter, Treas-

urer; and Dave Blahnik, Mike Brock, Carol Elliott, Roy Janiec, and Elizabeth Leighty -Johnson for the 
Board of Directors.   

 

At the meeting, you will be presented the following initiatives to vote on.  Please read over the following 

list and bring any questions with you to the meeting, or call or email a board member with your com-

ments/suggestions:  

 
1.  Schedule of COMOAA Meetings : 

At the November 2007 General Membership Meeting a one -year experiment with a bi -monthly meet-

ing schedule was approved.  This resulted in 6 COMOAA meetings, including a joint ôpot luckõ supper 

with Post 4 of the American Legion, and the annual picnic.  Spouse programs and special events 

were held during months when no meeting was scheduled.  Do we continue the bi -monthly schedule 
or return to 10 meetings per year?  

2.  Program Organization : 

The Board of Directors shall establish two positions - one to arrange meeting venues and arrange a 

meeting ôhostõ for each, with the intent of setting a firm calendar at least one quarter in advance.  

The second position would arrange for speakers for the meetings.  

3.  SITREP Changes : 
The SITREP shall be published quarterly on the COMOAA Website, or mailed to those without inter-

net.  Monthly meeting cards will be mailed to the membership.  This lowers mailing costs, and would 

allow a more substantial newsletter.  

October 19 COMOAA Business Meeting at  

Bend Elks Lodge  
Our annual COMOAA business meeting will convene at the Bend Elks 
Lodge, 63120 Boyd Acres Rd., Sunday  evening, Oct 19.   Cost is $22 each.  
No-host bar opens at 1700, Dinner at 1800, followed by the business 

meeting.  Perry and Clara Graves will host the meeting.   
 

Menu Choices:  
(1) Prime Rib w/Baked Potato, Green Salad, Fresh Green Beans, Fresh Bread  

(2) Chicken Oscar (baked chicken topped with crab, asparagus)  
Coffee, tea, lemonade comes w/either dinner choice  

Dessert: Choice of apple or peach cobbler topped with whipped cream  

Annual Christmas Party Dec 11 at Bend Golf & Country Club, 1800 Social, 1900 Dinner 

Please notify one of the following with your menu choice NLT October 15:  
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Presidentõs Message 

Chuck Rosenfeld  

 

COMOAA DIRECTORY 
 

OFFICERS 
President 
Maj Gen Charles Rosenfeld, USA (Ret) 
593-5987 chuck@sunrivertelelcom.com 

 
1st VP 
Col Kenneth Gasior, USAF (Ret) 
388-9073 kgasior@ykwc.net 

 
2nd VP 
Col Winchell M. (Jock) Craig, USMC (Ret) 
383-5955 colusmcret@earthlink.net 

 
Secretary 
Col Ron Fox, USAF (Ret) 
382-0349 rhfox10@bendbroadband.com 

 
Treasurer 
CDR Tony De Alicante, USNR 
312-2002 dealicante@juno.com 

  
Past President 
CWO4 John Meredith, USN (Ret) 
948-2897  comoaa_2005_06@yahoo.com 

 
 

BOARD MEMBERS  
Col Michael Brock, USMC (Ret) 
317-9040 usmvbmc@aol.com  

 
Col Charles Porter, USAF (Ret) 
318-1697 pandgent@bendbroadband.com                     

 
Maj Perry Graves, USA (Ret) 
389-5391  No e-mail  

                   
CAPT Roy Janiec, USN (Ret) 
383-3503    randrjan@coinet.com 

 
Lt Col Tom Majchrowski, USAF (Ret.) 
548-5249  tfm@bendbroadband.com 

 
 

STANDING COMMITTEE CHAIRPERSONS 

Membership 
Col Don Bolduc, USA (Ret) 
388-3140  dabolduc@aol.com 

  
Legislative 
Col Dave Fairclo, USAF (Ret) 
382-8281   usaf@bendnet.com 

 
Personal Affairs 
Col Ken Gasior, USAF (Ret) 
388-9073           kgasior@ykwc.net 

 
ROTC Liaison 
Lt Col  David G Blahnik USA (Ret) 
388-9095  daveblah@aol.com 

 
Programs 
CWO3 Len Knott, USCGR 
923-6438  lknott1@earthlink.net 

 
Chaplain 
Capt Roy Janiec, USN (Ret) 
383-3503       randrjan@coinet.com 

 
Public Relations/Publicity 
Lt Col Dick Tobiason, USA (Ret) 
388-5591   dtobiason@bendcable.com 

 
 

Webmaster 
LT Donald E. "Tom" Thomas USN (Ret)      383-

9099        snipe@nafts.com 

 
SITREP Editor 
Col Dennis J. McMahon, USAF (Ret) 
388-7435/390-5080  Work 382-5822 x 39         den-

nismc@bendbroadband.com 
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SITREP, OCT 1, 2008, PUBLISHED BI-MONTHLY BY    
CENTRAL OREGON MOAA, PO BOX 7826, BEND, OR 97708 

A Sad Day at the ôIvory Towerõ 
 

On May 7, 2008 a Humvee belonging to the 4 th  
Brigade Combat Team of the 82 nd  Airborne Di-
vision was destroyed by an improvised explo-
sive device (IED) in Khowst province, Afghani-
stan.  The blast shredded the vehicle and 
ended the lives of two soldiers and a promis-

ing young academic.  Michael Bhatia was a 31 -year old anthropolo-
gist who spent most of his professional life studying the people of 
Afghanistan, and had published a book on post -war disarmament in 
that region only a month before his death.  Michaelõs experience in 
post -conflict social organization was impressive:  he had conducted 
research in Algeria, Kosovo, East Timor, and Afghanistan before and 
after the fall of the Taliban.  If there was any expert who could have 
made a substantive contribution to 
counterinsurgency operations and 
pacification in the region, it was him.  
 

Described by one colleague as an 
òIndiana Jonesó type of character 
with deep commitment to the people 
of  Afghanistan, Bhatia had the talent 
for seeing the heart of things with un-
derstanding and compassion.  Mi-
chael Bhatia was part of the U.S. 
Army Training and Doctrine  
(TRADOC) Commandõs Human Ter-
rain project, where civilian anthro-
pologists worked with U.S. Brigade 
Combat Teams (BCTõs) to provide 
military commanders with socio -
cultural knowledge in an effort to better understand and work with 
civilians and minimize the use of force in engaging the population.  
 

COL Martin P. Schweitzer, commander of the 4 th  BCT, in testimony 
before the House Armed Service Committee two weeks before 
Bhatiaõs death, credited the Human Terrain team with helping re-
duce the brigadeõs lethal operations by 70 percent, more than quin-
tupling the number of Afghan districts that now support the govern-
ment in Kabul, and cutting Afghan civilian deaths by more than 80 
percent, compared to the brigadeõs previous tour in Khowst prov-
ince.  The anthropologist recommended that U.S. military leaders 
redirect outreach efforts from village elders to the mullahs in one vil-
lage- this resulted in the capture of more than 100 Taliban and for-

Michael Bhatia 

Continued, p. 5 



3 

SITREP  August - October 2008 

 

 

On July 2, 1776, the Continental Congress 

passed a resolution saying that "these 
United Colonies are, and of right ought to 

be, free and independent States."  Two hun-
dred thirty two years later on July 2, 2008, 

Bend Area Habitat for Humanity held a pa-
triotic dedication for its first òVet Buildó 

Habitat Home.  The home grew from a part-
nership between Habitat and the Central 

Oregon Veteransõ Council.  Veteran Service 
Organizations within the Council worked 

together to convince qualified veterans to 
apply for this first Vet Build home.  A Na-

tional Guard troop, Nakala Matthews, and 
her family were selected to receive the 

home.  The Matthews worked hard for their 
greatly appreciated 3 bedroom, 2 bath 

house.  It is across Daggett Lane from the 
new Al Moody Park and at the foot of Pilot 

Butte where they were able to enjoy the 4th 

of July fireworks from their new home.  

With Habitatõs able assistance, Bendõs 

American Legion Post 4 took the lead in su-

pervising the build with the help of fellow 

vet groups, as well as, National Guard, po-
lice, Youth Challenge and many others.  

Starting the fun of hammering and sawing 
was hindered by March blizzards.  The wall 

raising crew celebrated their accomplish-
ment in a snow storm.  As weather im-

proved, the home progressed nicely.  The 
only thing missing at the dedication was a 

permanent flagpole to be installed later as 
an Eagle Scout project (a Girl Scout color 

guard led the crowd in the Pledge of Alle-
giance).  The dedication ceremony was high-

lighted by a first for Habitat --  a òmilitary 
flyover.ó  Our own COMOAA President and 

fellow National Guard troop, Major General 
òChuckó Rosenfeld, thrilled the crowd as he 

honored them with an on -time, on target 
pass in his vintage Ercoupe painted in 

Army Air Force colors.  The event was a 
success; the Vet Build was a success; and, 

hopefully, will be repeated locally and 

cloned in other parts of the country.  

COMOAA President, Major General Chuck Rosenfeld firewalls all 85 horsepower during a crowd -pleasing 

fly -by of the Vet Build location in his 1946 Ercoupe 415C.   Chuck uses this sweet little aircraft to give 

flights to recently injured veterans, instrumental in giving them self -esteem and a new perspective.  

By Dave Fairclo 
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MOAAõs                
Eight Purposes  

 

1. Inculcate and stimulate 
love of our country and the 

flag.  
 

2. Defend the honor, integrity, and su-
premacy of our national government and 
constitution.  

 
3. Advocate military forces adequate to 

the defense of the U.S.  
 
4. Foster the integrity and prestige of the 

uniformed services.  
 
5. Foster fraternal relations among all 

service branches.  
 

6. Further the education of children of 
service personnel.  
 

7. Aid servicemembers and their families 
and survivors.  

 
8. Present their rights and interests 
when service matters are under consid-

Hereõs a Deal For Ya! 
Dennis McMahon, SITREP Editor 

 

Itõs time for some new blood for the SI-
TREP.  I will have enjoyed being your edi-

tor for 4 years come December, and Iõm 
ready to step aside and allow one of you 

to take it to the next level.  Perhaps more 
war stories, legislative information, a new 
look . . . the possibilities are limited only 

by your imagination and willingness to do 
a little research.   
 

I sense that some fresh air can only help 
improve the product and perhaps get the 

SITREP recognition with an award from 
national.  Iõve been using Microsoft Pub-
lisher in this effort, and will be glad to 

show you what I know.  
 
Please let one of the Board Members know 

if youõre interested as soon as possible, so 
we can make the transition on a timely 

basis.  

Members are urged to pay 2008 COMOAA dues ASAP.  You may send your 
check for $20.00 to COMOAA, Box 7826 Bend, OR 97708.  You may also sub-
mit your payment at the NEXT meeting.  
The Treasurer would appreciate checks 
as it is easier to keep track of those who 
pay and helps to eliminate double pay-
ments.  If you pay in cash, be sure to get 
a receipt with your name clearly printed 
on it.   
If youôd like to let us know youôre not 
interested in renewing your  COMOAA 
membership, and would like us to stop sending you the SITREP, please 
email dennismc@bendbroadband.com or call 388 -7435. 

STILL ONLY $20 - 

One Last Time --2008 Dues  
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Presidentôs Message, continued (from p. 2) 
 

Cliff Slike, a soldier who served along side of Bahatia in Afghanistan, remembered his friend: òI 
and my fellow soldiers honor his courage and commitment.  His amazing knowledge, skills, 
and abilities.  His professionalism and dedication to finding a way to reduce violence and save 
lives.  That is why he is a hero to usé he stood up when others remained seated.  He stepped 
forward when others criticized from afar.  He put into practice and helped people understand 
each other.  Hopefully, his legacy will inspire others to take an active role in saving lives and 
not sit on the sidelines.ó 
 

Unfortunately, the ôso calledõ professional organization which claims to hold the academic com-
munity of anthropologists to òhigh ethical standardsó and  intellectual purity is unlikely to fol-
low Bhatiaõs role model.  The Executive Committee of the American Anthropological Association 
issued a press statement condememing the Human Terrain project as an òunacceptable appli-
cation of anthropological expertiseó that puts the lives of anthropologists and the people they 
study at risk.  Hugh Gusterson, an anthropologist from the Massachusetts Institute of Tech-

nology, then stood up at their Annual Meeting to caustically denounce the Human Terrain pro-
ject as òa form of hit-man anthropology where anthropologists, working on contract to organi-
zations that often care nothing for the welfare of our anthropological subjects, prostitute their 
craft by deliberately earning the trust of our subjects with the intent of betraying itó (it obvi-
ously doesnõt occur to them that many anthropologists and social scientists are employed in 
the ômarketing industryõ to  make ads more appealing to mass audiences). 
 

As a professor at Oregon State University for more than thirty -five years, I can attest that many 
young scholars who could significantly improve civil -military relations in counterinsurgency 
situations will be strongly inhibited from participating in such activities, for fear of being ôblack
-balledõ in their professional field.  I was fortunate that the applied science tradition was re-
spected at the Land Grant university where I worked.  It has been my joy and most rewarding 
experience to have mentored and guided the development of seven students who have served 
as faculty at West Point, the Air Force Academy, and even the current President of the Associa-
tion of American Geographers - they all respect the role of applied arts and sciences. Abraham 
Lincoln had the foresight to establish the Land Grant system as a means of reuniting and paci-
fying Americans, in the wake of our most devastating conflict, by imparting the fruit of our aca-
demic efforts for the benefit of society - a cultural gift which far transcends the ôivory towerõ iso-
lation of the American Anthropological Association.  
 

To paraphrase William Francis Butler, ôa nation that insists on separating its soldiers and its 
scholars leaves its security in the hands of fools, and its thinking done by cowardsõ.  The un-
fortunate death of Michael Bhatia is unlikely to inspire his ôprofessional criticsõ to re-evaluate 
the role of the soldier -scholar in a more favorable light, but fortunately the American academic 
system is as diverse as our culture (a fact somehow overlooked by the American Anthroplogical 
Association?).  Michael Bhatia is one of those heroic academics who assured that the flag atop 

the ôivory towerõ is not just a white  one. 

COMOAA   NOVEMBER   LADIES   LUNCHEON  
   

The Ladies luncheon will be held on Thursday, November 6 at 1:00 p.m. 

at Pastiniõs in the Old Mill (near Greggõs Grill).  Weõll order from the 

menu.   Please make reservations NLT Monday, November 3 to Jo 

Hardie, 330-3954.  Please mark your calendar and join us for some Autumn fun! 
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- Disposable Cameras With Flash  

- Wind Chimes/Wind Socks/ Pinwheels (Colorful)  

- Packages of Sugar -free  Candy/ Cookies *  

- Postage Stamps *  

- Post Cards*  

- Push Pins/Thumbtacks  

- Music CDs: Oldies/Big Band/ Easy     

    Listening/ Show Tunes*  

- Eye Glass  Lens  Wipes*  

- Bottled Water (For Outings)*  

- Hanging Bird Feeders  

- Card Tables and Chairs  

- Wild Bird Food*  

- Non-Alcoholic Beer ð(Coors Cutter or O'Doul's)*  

- Polaroid Film 600  

- Snack Size Packets of Cookies/  Cheese & Crackers/ Pea -   

   nut Butter & Crackers, Etc.*  

- Microwave Pop corn*  

- Universal Remote Controls for  TV  

- Menôs Hats (Garden/BaseballðNew    

   Only)  

- Sunglasses (Regular and Clip -on) 

- Slip -on Slippers (Large Sizes)*  

 

      * Particular Crowd -Pleasers  

Bring your donations to the next meeting.  Below is a list of the types of items we have been asked to provide by officials 
at the home. Many of these can be obtained quite reasonably in quantity buys at local warehouse stores. Our contribu-
tions make a huge difference in the residentsô quality of life. 

The Big Red Box ñSupport the Oregon Veterans Home  

Come on out and help at the next pack -up:         

Saturday, October 11  
 

10:00 a.m. at Sage Insurance  
369 NE Revere Ave, Bend  

Veterans Day Parade Saturday, Veterans Day Parade Saturday, Veterans Day Parade Saturday, 

November 8November 8November 8 th. th. th.    Form up at 1030 in Form up at 1030 in Form up at 1030 in 

the Library Parking Lot, Parade the Library Parking Lot, Parade the Library Parking Lot, Parade 

starts 1100. Bring a chair for the starts 1100. Bring a chair for the starts 1100. Bring a chair for the 

trailer.trailer.trailer.    

COMMISSARY & AAFES 

"CASE LOT" SALE  
10 -12 October 2008  9:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.  

Deschutes County Fair & Expo Center  

High Desert Activity Center  
 

This event will be hosted by the McChord 

AFB Commissary.  Any person with a valid 

military ID card (any branch) active or re-

tired may attend. Based on attendance this 

will become a semi -annual event.  


