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Please the following with your menu choice NLT March 10th   

 

 

[ǳƴŎƘŜƻƴ ŀǘ .ŀǊƴŜȅ tǊƛƴŜΩǎ wŜǎǘŀǳǊŀƴǘΣ tǊƛƴŜǾƛƭƭŜΣ hw 

Date: 15 March 2009 

1300 Social hour 

1400 Luncheon served 

1430 Speaker:  John Harrigan  (speaking on taxes and the current economy.) 

Menu: Choice of: 6 oz. broiled lemon herb chicken 

6 oz. salmon pacifica with sauce béarnaise  

6 oz. top sirloin topped with sautéed mushrooms 

              All entrees served with twice baked potato, fresh veggies, salad, and garlic bread.  

Beverages included:  Coffee and tea.   

Dessert will be chocolate brownie ala mode.   
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Thanks for Responding!   

 

I got a few responses to my questions in Februaryôs SITREP.  The responses 
were really well thought out and thought provoking.  Iôd like to thank those 
who took the time to give me some valuable feedback. 

On the question of auxiliary membership dues, the membership got it right ï 
auxiliary members shouldnôt pay annual dues.  Auxiliary members (I called 
them associate members in the last SITREP edition ï my mistake) are the wid-
ows/widowers of any deceased individual who would, if living, be eligible for 
regular membership.  The by-laws do not define the dues to be paid by auxil-
iary members, however the Board may define them as ñno dues requiredò (the 
position taken at our last Board meeting).  We decided to automatically place 
surviving spouses into the auxiliary class of membership at the notification of a 
memberôs death.  If we have a joint service death, the survivor would become a 
regular member.  We will follow-up after the death of a member to ask the sur-
viving spouse if they wish to remain members of our organization, as we would 
not want to make any choices for them.  Again, thanks for the response from 
the membership on this policy.  An added note, if you know of the death of a 
member (current or former), please let a Board member know so we can assist 
the survivors. 

Thanks to Mike Brock for taking on the Chairmanship of Membership Com-
mittee.  He welcomes your hints on whom to contact about becoming a mem-
ber of our organization.  He will also lead the effort to reach national MOAA 
members who settle in our area, but donôt join our local chapter.  This is a large 
list of names and he may need our help in making these contacts.  If you have a 
talent for ñoutreachò, you may want to contact Mike and volunteer to help him.  
He will also be busy in the next couple of months in letting those who have for-
gotten to renew their annual membership for 2009 have an opportunity to re-
new.  As an aside, I hope you have noticed that you can now renew your mem-
berships on line at our website - comoaa.com 

A final note for this message, Dick Tobiason gave a presentation to the Board 
on the progress in building the Brooks Park Bend Heroes Memorial (see the 
article in this SITREP). Most of you know about this project, and over ten per-
cent of our members have made substantial contributions to see that it gets 
completed.  Dick asked that we, as an organization, pitch in about $1200, as 
other local veteranôs groups have done.  The Board deferred on this request 
since itôs not in our budget and we donôt know how the membership feels about 
such a large contribution.  We told him that we would support the project by 
informing our membership of their individual opportunities to get behind the 
project and add their financial support.  He and Dennis McMahon are over 
half-way in collecting the needed resources, both financial and volunteer work 
to finish the memorial by Veteranôs Day 2009.  You will see an article about the 
various items you can sponsor in this SITREP edition, and the Board encour-
ages our members to get behind this project.   
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- Disposable Cameras With Flash  

- Wind Chimes/Wind Socks/ Pinwheels (Colorful)  

- Packages of Sugar -free  Candy/ Cookies *  

- Postage Stamps *  

- Post Cards*  

- Push Pins/Thumbtacks  

- Music CDs: Oldies/Big Band/ Easy     

    Listening/ Show Tunes*  

- Eye Glass  Lens  Wipes*  

- Bottled Water (For Outings)*  

- Hanging Bird Feeders  

- Card Tables and Chairs  

- Wild Bird Food*  

- Non-Alcoholic Beer ð(Coors Cutter or O'Doul's)*  

- Polaroid Film 600  

- Snack Size Packets of Cookies/  Cheese & Crackers/ Pea -   

   nut Butter & Crackers, Etc.*  

- Microwave Pop corn*  

- Universal Remote Controls for  TV  

- Menôs Hats (Garden/BaseballðNew    

   Only)  

- Sunglasses (Regular and Clip -on) 

Please  keep the box items coming.   Below is a list of the types of items we have been asked to provide by officials at the 
home. Many of these can be obtained quite reasonably in quantity buys at local warehouse stores. Our contributions make 
a huge difference in the residentsô quality of life. 

The Big Red Box ñSupport the Oregon Veterans Home  

12:30, Thursday, 26 March  

The distance may be a bit far (17.5 miles), but worth it as the food is great ñspecialty sand-

wiches, fry bread, soups, salads, pizza, burgers and more.  Cost $5 to $13!!!!   

You may join us to carpool or go yourself.  Weõll meet to carpool from the Cascade Village 

parking lot between J. C. Penneyõs and Pet Smart, departing at NOON sharp!   

Directions are:   

North on Hwy. 20 to Sisters - travel 13.1 miles  

Turn right on Cloverdale Road ñtravel 3.5 miles  

Turn left on Hwy. 126 ñtravel .6 miles  

Turn right on Camp Polk Roadñtravel .4 miles  

Turn right on Aspen Lakes Road ñtravel .1 miles  

RSVP TO Marcia Majors  

541-318-0520  

by March 21  



Page 4 

 

 

 

March 2009 Sitrep  

  
 

Estate Planning  

Wills, living wills and healthcare powers of 

attorney  

Probate and property ownershipð

transferring assets  

Living trusts  

Credit shelter trusts  

Special situations (divorce, remarriage, non-

US spouses, unmarried couples)  

Lifetime gifting  

Life-stages checklist  

 

Aging into Medicare and Tricare for Life  

What it is  

Eligibility  

Preparing for transition  

Costs  

Use to use TFL  

Tricare pharmacy benefits and costs  

DoD formulary  

 

Survivor Benefit Plan (SBP)  

Important changes to SBP  

SBP or Not?   

Enrolling, coverage and 3rd party payments  

SBP benefits  

Changing SBP coverage  

SBP offsets  

 

 

Help Your Survivors Now   

Potential financial benefits  

Continuing entitlements  

Your record of personal affairs  

Personal affairs workbook  

What to do in case of an emergency  

Notification of death of retired service-

member  

Survivor checklist  

 

Family Matters   

Recordkeeping  

Financial information  

Insurance  

Wills and other arrangements  

 

Financial Planning Guide   

Principles of financial planning  

Military pay and allowances  

Military retirements  

Tricare  

Social security and medicare  

The survivor benefit plan  

Veterans benefits  

Civil service pay and retirements  

Life insurance  

Annuities  

Savings and investments  

Personal credit  

Taxes  

The MOAA website has a number of FREE publications for itôs members.  Members are encour-

aged to visit the MOAA website and checkout the available topics.  Itôs difficult to think of the inevi-

table, but itôs more difficult for our survivors to live without a plan.   Many of the publications are in 

the form of workbooks that walk you through the steps necessary to get your life organized.  

Hereôs a sample:   
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COMOAA dues are due in January.    

At last count there are 72 members that have not taken care of this       

important function.    

Your dues support many important costs, including the SITREP,        

website, etc..   

Please take care of it now.   

Not sure if you paid them?   

Go the COMOAA website to check your status ðwww.comoaa.com.   

You now have 2 ways to pay your dues:   

#1ðOn -line via credit card or your PayPal account ($21).  

 

Orð 

#2ðYou can still pay them via snail mail ($20):   

COMOAA, Box 7826, Bend, OR 97708)  

Note about the NEW Sitrep Editor   

Dennis McMahon COMOAAôs longtime Sitrep editor asked for a hiatus from 

the demanding position.  Tom Thomas, the web master, stepped in to attempt 

to fill his shoes for a time.  Tom did not expect this to be a permanent assign-

ment and has passed on the duties to Elizabeth (Betsy) Leighty-Johnson.  

Bear with us as we continue to adjust. 

http://comoaa.com/ocean12/url.asp?l=46
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We will need about $29,000 to build the memorial. Thanks to the generosity of vet-
erans groups and others we have about $20,000 pledged.  It is very clear the Bend 
community supports the memorial even during a challenging economy. 

As you may have read in The Bulletin, the Feb. 22 highly successful Spa-
ghetti Feed at Jake's Diner was attended by 180 supporters raising almost 
$3,000.  

The City of Bend will pay the customary fees for land use and building per-
mits - a $4,800 value - as its contribution honoring Bend's veterans and 
First Responders.  

I have met with other groups who offer to donate "in-kind" services valued 
at more than $25,000 - City of Bend, Bend Metro Park & Recreation Dis-
trict, architect, excavator, paver supplier, landscaper, etc. 

Anyone who buys an engraved brick is honored at the memorial by their 
brick/s placed along the perimeter of the memorial's plaza and walk-
way. Donors of $500 or more will be recognized by their names on a bronze 
donors' plaque at the memorial.  

What we need now is to complete the fund raising so we can start construction this 
summer with dedication of the memorial immediately after the 2009 Bend Veter-
ans Day Parade.  We need everyone who has already committed to buying an en-
graved brick  to submit the attached Brick Order Form with payment to the Bend 
Metro Park & Recreation  Foundation.   Bricks can be engraved with names of any-
one the buyer wishes to honor as well as themselves. 

(continued on page 7)  

Update from  

Dick Tobiason  

 
Leader, Bend Heroes  

Memorial Team 

 
Leader, Bend Parade of Flags 
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Upcoming Member Luncheons:   

 

Î 16 April - Juniper GC, Redmond ð Speaker Allen Unger  

Î 20 May (Wednesday)  - Trout House, Sunriver  - Speaker Jim Berry/Brenda 

Sullivan  

Î 18 June - High Desert Museum (catered)  

Î 16 August - Cyrus Pond  

Î 15 October ð Open  

Î 19 November ð Bend Elks Club  

We will need about $29,000 to build the memorial. Thanks to the generosity of vet-
erans groups and others What we need now is to complete the fund raising so we 
can start construction this summer with dedication of the memorial immediately 
after the 2009 Bend Veterans Day Parade.  We need everyone who has already 
committed to buying an engraved brick  to submit the attached Brick Order Form 
with payment to the Bend Metro Park & Recreation  Foundation.   Bricks can be en-
graved with names of anyone the buyer wishes to honor as well as themselves. 

Anyone wishing to make a cash donation in any amount rather than, or in addi-
tion to sponsoring brick/s can use the attached Donation Form to make payment 
to the Bend Metro Park & Recreation Foundation. This form is also used to spon-
sor benches (4 @ $900 each) and light fixtures (4 @ $700 each). American Licorice 
Inc. and Deschutes Pioneer Association have already sponsored 2 benches. Please 
mail the completed donation  form to the same address brick order forms are 
sent:  Bend Metro Park & Recreation Foundation, PO Box 1212, Bend, OR 97709-
1212.  

I placed 500 brick order forms for their use where they meet at VFW Post 1643, 
Jake's Diner, and the Elks Lodge.   

Over the next 2 months the City of Bend will be reviewing the application for the 
memorial. While waiting for approval, we need to continue raising funds.  We can 
not begin building the memorial until all the funds are "in the bank". We have 3 
months remaining to collect the funds. 

Please contact me if you wish to participate or have any questions.  Dick Tobiason 
<dtobiason@bendcable.com>  

javascript:addSender(%22Dick%20Tobiason%20%3cdtobiason@bendcable.com%3e%22)
javascript:addSender(%22Dick%20Tobiason%20%3cdtobiason@bendcable.com%3e%22)
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