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Berry Crepes  
Brunch Burritos  Eggs Benedict  

Potatoes O'Brian  

Caesar Salad  
Sautéed Mushroom Salad  

Waldorf Salad  
Fruit Juices and Coffee, 

Host:  Chuck & Carol Piersee 

See Page 4 for More... 

Menu ~ Served Buffet ~ Style  

-Price- 

$25.00 
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COMOAA Membership 

What do you get for being a COMOAA member? Why do we join CO-
MOAA? I remember a remark by Perry Graves sometime in the last 
two years in which he joked, ñCOMOAA is the only organization I 
know that you get to pay dues of $20, so you can pay another $300 - 
$400 to go to the meetingsò. That statement is pretty much true. Of 
course we know that our meetings are really dinners, and that they 
are for socialization, and once in  awhile we get to hear an out-
standing speaker as well. The business portion of our organization 
takes place at the Board of Directors meeting held at the Bend Ar-
mory the last Tuesday of the month at 12:00 noon. If you want CO-
MOAA to do something you need to get a Board member to bring up 
your topic, or show up and address it yourself.  

In the next 2-3 months the Board makes a full ïcourt press to inform 
all of our members, from the previous year, that now is the time to 
renew your membership. So you will see reminders in the SITREP, 
and labels of RED when dues are overdue. We have three classes of 
members, regular, associate, and honorary. Most of our members are 
regular members, retired or active duty commissioned officers. Asso-
ciate members are spouses of deceased officers who would have been 
eligible for regular membership. Honorary members are community 
supporters who have helped COMOAA achieve its goals. Honorary 
members are those chosen by the Board.  

We have a Membership Committee that spearheads the effort to find 
new members, usually MOAA members, either active or inactive, 
who have recently moved to our area. We are looking for a member 
to take over this committee, and  chair it. The membership commit-
tee is the key to keep COMOAA going on into the future, because we 
donôt live forever. Please call or email me if you want to do this im-
portant duty, or know someone who may be persuaded to take it on. 

We have also had some difficulty keeping up with members, as they 
move, change email accounts, drop landlines, add cell phones, move 
south for winter, or who knows what.  If we cannot communicate 
with members, then what is the benefit of membership?  How can we 
keep you informed about our dinners, important legislation which 
you may want discuss with your legislator, or what other members 
are doing, if we donôt have current contact information? 

 

Continued on next page 



Page 3  

 Sitrep Central Oregon Military Officers Association of America 

c¦x§|wx¢¨Ĉ§ `x§§tzx (continued) 

Supplements, taxes, State Council fees, and dinner subsidies take the rest of your dues. Last year 
we collected $2331, and spent $2412. This was down from previous years, we usually collect about 
$3200, and expenses the same. Let me know if you think we can do more or different things. 

At our last Board meeting we had a discussion about Associate Members, we have about 15 mem-
bers in this class of members. In the past our Treasurers have, from year to year, not dropped any 
Associate members from our roster. Some of these members pay dues; others donôt and havenôt 
been asked to. Our By-Laws state that only Honorary Members do not pay dues. So the Board said 
we should enforce our By-Laws and asks Associates to pay if they havenôt, and put everyone on the 
same footing. The dues we get from Associates will not break or make our budget, so what do you 
think? Should we continue to keep former Associates on the roster if they havenôt renewed their 
membership? 

Now, to answer the original question, what do you get for your membership? Most of the dues pay 

for the SITREP, that publication is about half of our budget. We have brought the cost of the SI-

TREP down in the last four years with Bulk Mail, but it may soon grow as we ask our publisher to 

label and mail the newsletter. Another fifth of the budget goes to the Veteranôs Home in The 

Dalles. . Nametags, other postage, scholarship supplements, taxes, State Council fees, and dinner 

subsidies take the rest of your dues. Last year we collected $2331, and spent $2412. This was down 

from previous years, we usually collect about $3200, and expenses the same. Let me know if you 

think we can do more or different things. 

 

Well folks itõs not to early to be thinking about a camping trip back to Belknap 

Hot springs, for September, We need to plan early in order to reserve the 

spaces.   

    Ken Gasior and Hal Robbins are willing to put this trip together for Septem-

ber, the, 8 th , 9 th , 10 th , if there is enough interest, I have tentatively reserved 

twelve spaces for these dates.  

    As in the past we will schedule an evening at one of the local dinning estab-

lishments .   

    Please respond by the 20 th  of February, if we can weõll try and put a little 

golf game together.  

  

    RESPOND TO KEN GASIOR OR HAL ROBBINS  
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February 15 Brunch Continued:  

 

 

 

Below are the dates, hostesses and their phone numbers for every other monthôs luncheon in 

2009.  If you are interested in joining us please just call the hostess for that month or Marcia 

Majors at 318-0520 a day or so before to let us know your attending.  We hope to get lots more 

ladies involved.  Just cut this schedule out and post it on youôre bulletin board just in case you 

miss the Sitrep or Web site notification.  We were glad to see you all at our first get-together last 

January 22 hosted by Clara Graves. 

MARCH 26 é. Marcia Majors  318-0520 

MAY 28 é. Joan Burba   385-0753 

JULY 23 é. Judy Alford  388-4583 

SEPTEMBER 24 é Marie Fox  382-0349 

NOVEMBER 24  (Tuesday this month due to TG é. Joyce Gasior  388-9073 

Hereôs the schedule: 

12:00 Noon Bar & Lounge open:  (Wine & Beer)  

12:10 Campus tour for those desiring  

1:00pm Brunch begins:  

Locatio
n:  

 

18500 Touchmark W
ay

 

Sign up by Thursday the 12th 

Bill McDonald  312-1638 audnbill@bendbroadband.com 

Chuck Piersee 312-1628 cpiersee@aol.com 

Don Miller            617-1013  dcmilleraf@bendbroadband.com 

Following Brunch:  

Slide presentation of the Beautiful 

Cascades  

Presentation on Senior Living  
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As many of you know, we have been earning much needed funding for our JROTC Scholarship program 

through the Albertsons Community Partners Program. 

Albertsons proudly offers the "Community Partners program", giving back for youth one shopping cart at a 

time. We need your help to continue earning funds. Shoppers, who have and use an Albertsons Preferred 

Savings Card can earn up to 4% of their shopping dollars for COMOAA's JROTC Scholarship fund. If you 

do not have a Preferred Savings Card you can get one at any Albertsons or on-line at Albertsons.com. If 

you have an Albertsons Preferred Savings Card, 

You Must Relink Your Card to our organization by February 28, 2009 To Keep Our Program Suc-

cessful! Even if you have linked your Preferred Savings Card to our organization in the past, you 

need to re -link your card number in order for us to continue earning funds. Link (or re -link) your Al-

bertsons Preferred Savings card to our organization now at:  WWW.ALBERTSONSCP.COM  

All you need is your Preferred Savings Card Number and our Organization ID. The ID # for our Organiza-

tion, (Military Officers Association-Central Oregon Chapter) is 49000126519 If you do not know your 

Preferred Savings Card Number, please call (877) 932-7948  You must relink your card at the website 

above by February 28, 2009 in order to keep earning funds for our organization. This will only take a min-

ute and will help us greatly.  Every time you shop at Albertsons and scan your linked Preferred Savings 

Card, we will earn back up to 4% of your shopping dollars! 

Thank you for your support 

Important Albertsons Community Partners Action Item 

Habitat for Humanity Bend announced that another veteran's home is being built in Bend. Veterans and 

military support groups throughout the area are encouraged to support this build. Last year COMOAA 

only had two members show for the Daggett Veterans House Build. Lets do a little better this try. The 

next vet build will stand up the walls on Friday February 20th 9am-3pm at the Blakely Road Habitat con-

struction site. The site is just to the west side of Bend Parkway at Badger and the Parkway, on the south 

end of Blakely Road (catty-corner to Wal-Mart). 

Habitat will have several youth teams and would like to match vets as mentors for the young folks. Habi-

tat furnishes all of the equipment, you only have to watch their safety video, on the website, to qualify as 

a carpenter. For questions & to complete volunteer paperwork call 385-5387 or visit: http://

www.bendhabitat.org. Volunteers should be age 16 and older. Contact Ron Fox, 

rhfox@bendbroadband.com , 382-0349, for more info. 
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Short Navy Biography  

Nick joined the Navy at 17 in 1943.  He 
spent WWII on board USS CLIMAX (AM 161), 
a 180 foot minesweeper as a Radarman 2nd 

Class. He participated in the battles of Iwo 
Jima and Okinawa and post -war minesweep-
ing operations in Japan.  

 
After returning to the US in Feb'46  he 

changed rate to Yeoman 2nd class.  Nick 
then served in a variety of ships, mostly as a 
member of the Flag Allowances. Some of the 

commands were ComCruDiv 4 aboard USS 
WORCESTER CL 144, and ComCarDiv 2 

aboard USS BENNINGTON CVA 20.  He 
helped to bring the USS MISSOURI (BB 62) 
through Panama Canal and put her out of 

commission in Bremerton, WA.  Nick was 
serving on the  staff of CINCPAC Hawaii 
when selected to OCS from the  "Seaman to 

Admiral" program.  Nick was commissioned 
Ensign/1100 in Aug 1958.  He then served 

tours in USS TICONDEROGA (CVA 14), USS 
SUMNER COUNTY (XO), Fleet Operations 
Control Ctr in Hawaii, USS MULLANY (DD 

525) (OPS), then ordered to USS GRASP (ARS 
24) as Commanding Officer.  Following his 

tour as CO of GRASP he  served as OinC Cua 

Viet Logistics base, 4.5 mi. so. of DMZ, a 
subsidiary of NSA Da Nang, for 14 months.  

Then three years as Commanding Officer,  
Navy Recruiting District, Portland; an area 
covering Oregon, So. Idaho; So. Washington, 

and some of No. California.  Nick retired as 
LCDR, USN (1110) 1 Sep 1973.  Go Navy!  
 

About Navy Ship Commands  

 
For a Navy line officer the opportunity to serve as 
a ships commanding officer is the pinnacle of 
success.  Many smaller commissioned ships are 
commanded by junior officers,  No matter, the 
CO is still addressed as òCaptainó and carries the 
weight of the world on his shoulders when put-

ting to sea.  Particularly in Nickõs day before  in-
stant satellite communications ships like USS 
GRASP would routinely transit the Pacific for 3 to 
5 weeks rarely seeing another vessel and with a 
tow limiting them to 5 -8 knots.  The Captain was 
solely responsible for the safety of the crew and 
safe passage of the ship.  The command at sea 
star above is worn by the Captain while in com-
mand of a ship on the right breast and by an offi-
cer with a past ship command on the left .  

 

Featured Member is something new.  We would like to have a featured member for each issue 

of Sitrep if we can get the biography's and information in.  Please submit your nomination for a 

member you know.  We need a short biography of the member along with the particular reason 

that he or she needs mentioning.  Each of our members has accomplished, achieved or partici-

pated in something noteworthy.  Lets put it in print!  Send your selection to Tom Thomas at 

Admin@COMOAA.com Do it nowé Donôt put it off. 
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In April we are all set to go to Juniper Golf Course for a buffet. Our newest County Commissioner, 

Allen Unger, will be our speaker. Thank Tom Majchrowski for setting this up.  

I was hoping to maybe go to the Trout House in Sunriver 21 May, or maybe Roszak's Fish House. I 

haven't done any leg work on this date yet, and I'd like to get a sponsor to take it on. So this date is 

sort of open.  

In June we go back to the High Desert Museum on 8 June for a catered dinner, and a museum 

tour. Thank Pat Porter for working on this one.  

If the County doesn't outlaw it, we go back to Cyrus Pond for our picnic on 16 August, and Don 

Bolduc is running this Bar-B-Q.  

October 15th dinner is open, haven't had any recommendations so far - so give me some ideas.....  

November 19th we go back to the Bend Elks Lodge, and we will do better this time. I think Don 

Majors is planning to sponsor it.  

Dick Lee has once again lined up the Bend Country Club for 10 December, thanks Dick...  

So there you have it. We are all set for the year except for working on June and October. We are 

trying to keep these dinners around $25. We will continue to need firm reservations about 3-4 

days before the dinner, so you have to do your part to help us have a good time, and draw interest-

ing speakers. Its our goal to have members look forward to these dinners, good food, great pro-

grams. Give me your ideas for speaker, the Board relies on your recommendations. Also if you 

know of an interesting restaurant that has a place that we could gather - let me know, thanks..... 

Caring for Troops and Schlotzskyôs Deli are partnering to recognize the deployment of the 

Oregon National Guard soldiers in the Central Oregon area. 

A send-off event to support the troops and families (heroes at home) is scheduled at 6 p.m. Satur-

day, 7 March 2009 at the Elks Lodge, 63120 Boyd Acres Road. 

Donations (funds, items to ship to service members, gift cards are being accepted by both organi-

zations. 

Points of contact:  Dianne Brock (Caring for Troops, 541-330-4677.  Corey Peterson (Schlotzskyôs, 

541-778-2769.  Betsy Leighty-Johnson Central OR Military Assistance Center, 503-932-5666. 
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